
August 20th, 2019 

 

Dear Students and Families, 

Welcome to 4th Grade!! 
The school year is beginning and I am thrilled to be at McKenzie teaching 4th grade.  I look 
forward to getting to know you better and I am excited to enjoy the year together!   

This will be my 10th year teaching and 5th year at McKenzie.  I am delighted to be back in this 
welcoming and positive school environment.  I have a B.A. in Elementary Education from the 
University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana and a M.A. in Reading from Concordia University. I have 
always loved reading but I became very passionate about reading when I started to teach kids 
how to read.  I know we will have a wonderful year finding exciting books and articles to learn 
from. 

I hope you enjoyed summer as much as I did! My husband and I welcomed our 2nd daughter 
Evelyn into this world on June 10th, 2019.  This summer has been all about juggling the life of 
two kids, it definitely takes practice.  Big sister, Addison, was unsure about Evelyn in the 
beginning but has really come to enjoy helping take care of her and comfort her by singing.  Our 
family has enjoyed spending time in Michigan with our extended family.  Addison has loved 
going to the beach, getting extremely sandy, and exploring new playgrounds this summer.  We 
look forward to all of our new adventures as a family of four now!  

I will be on maternity leave in the beginning of the year and will return to McKenzie mid-
November.  I look forward to meeting all of you and catching up on your summer as well as 
your start to the school year.   I am proud to be a part of McKenzie community and I am eager 
for a wonderful 4th grade year! 

My maternity substitute will be Emily Monto. After graduating from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education, Emily taught 3rd grade 
for two years in Skokie. Originally from Wilmette, Emily is thrilled to be able to return to District 
39. In her free time, Emily enjoys spending time with family and friends, playing board games, 
and traveling.  She is excited to be joining our McKenzie School family.  

 

I look forward to meeting each of you!  

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Eckholm 


